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Outline

• Why does it matter?
• What are the key causes/determinants?
• Where are we compared to others?
• What are we doing and what more do we need to 

do?



Why does it matter?

• Infant mortality 
– Sensitive marker of the wellbeing of a nation’s health
– Public Service Agreement target:
– “Starting with children less than 1 year of age by 2010 to 

reduce by 10% the gap in the infant mortality rate 
between routine and manual (R and M)  groups and the 
population as a whole”





Problem with the classification according to 
occupation of father



Where is Harrow ?



Where is Harrow compared to other 
Boroughs?



What are the key causes/determinants?



Low birthweight



Young mothers



High risk groups



Small babies



Congenital anomalies 



What can be done?





EVERYBODY’S 
BUSINESS
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• N utrition – prevention of obesity, folate, vits and 
Ca

• I mmunisation uptake in first year
• S moking cessation
• B reast feeding initiation
• E arly antenatal booking
• S IDS prevention- Back to Sleep
• T eenage pregnancy prevention/ support 



INDICATOR Rate/% Target rate 
07/8 

Current 
ascertainment 

Ascertainment  
TARGET 07/8 

Obesity rate in Year 
11 girls  

16% 15% ? ? 

Completion of  1st 3 
immunisations by 9 
months 

? 95% ? ? 

Pregnancy smoking 
rate  

12.3% 8% 93% 98% 

Breast feeding 
initiation 

67% 75% 75% 80% 

Early Antenatal 
booking  <12 weeks 

19.9% 30% 57% 70% 

SIDS rate ? ? ? ? 
Pregnancy less than 
20 years old 

28/1000 22/1000 ? ? 

 
Moving in the right direction  
Composite score of  “Positive action on Infant Mortality Reduction” – max  7 with a 
positive score given for each indicator moving in the desired direction. Negative score 
for reverse trend. 







Summary

• We are doing good things in reducing the 
DETERMINANTS of infant mortality

• BIG push needed to get data quality improved for 
these

• We must ALL remember NO …..IS BEST




